Three Things that will Kill an Attitude of Gratitude

“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[b] was
brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and | will
pay back everything.” The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he
demanded.

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and | will pay it
back.”

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay
the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and
told their master everything that had happened.

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,” he said, ‘I canceled all that
debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant
just as | had on you?’ In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he
should pay back all he owed.

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.” — Matthew 18:23-25 (NIV)

2. R .
“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his
property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away...
...But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's
money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with
them...
... He who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so | was
afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’” But his
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not
sown and gather where | scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with interest. So take
the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will
more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has
will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” — Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV)

3. E — Story of the 10 Lepers: Where are the other 9?
Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee.
As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and
called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”




When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they
were cleansed.

One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He
threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Has no one returned
to give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has
made you well.” — Luke 17:11-19

e E : They enjoyed the blessings, they forgot the one who blessed.
e E : It’s about time! | didn’t deserve to be a leper.
e E : The Samaritan was an outcast of the outcasts and knew his

unworthiness in receiving the blessings of God. He was the one with the changed life.

You unfaithful people! Don’t you know that love for this evil world is hatred toward God?
Whoever wants to be a friend of this world is an enemy of God. Do you think this passage means
nothing? It says, “The Spirit that lives in us wants us to be his own.” But God shows us even more
kindness. Scripture says, “God opposes arrogant people, but he is kind to humble people.” —
James 4:4-6 (GW)

What do | owe God praise and thanks for?

Answers:
1. Self-sufficiency; 2. Resentment; 3. Entitlement; Excitement; Entitlement; Enlightenment



